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Contact Daine
Daine Smith
Contact
SmithToday!
Today!
910-876-1798
910-876-1798

Our professional and knowledgeable staff will perform
Our professional and knowledgeable staff will perform
the following A/C Tune-Up services:
-

the following A/C Tune-Up services:

Clean Blower Housing and Remove All Debris

-

Clean All
Blower
Housing
and
Remove All
Debris
- Lubricate
Moving
Parts
Including
Motors

- Lubricate
All Moving
Parts Including
- Tighten
All Wire
Connections
in Unit Motors
for Safety
- Wash
Condenser
- Tighten
All Wire Coil
Connections in Unit for Safety
- Check
Refrigerant
- Wash
CondenserLevel
Coil

- Electronically Measure Amperage

- Check Refrigerant Level

- Inspect Inside Blower

- Electronically Measure Amperage

- Wash Evaporator Coil

- Inspect
Inside Blower
- Clean
Evaporator
Drain Line to Prevent Water Damage
- Wash
Evaporator
Coil
- Adjust
Fan
Belt, if needed,
to maximize efficiency
- Secure
Fan
Blades for
Safety
- Clean
Evaporator
Drain
Line to Prevent Water Damage

All These Services for Only
- Adjust Fan Belt, if needed, to maximize efficiency

$69.95
All These Services for Only

- Secure Fan Blades for Safety

$69.95

Until June 1st, 2015
Price Does Not Include Parts or Refrigerant If Needed.
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THESE ANIMALS MAY
HELP YOUR GARDEN
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P

lanning and maintaining a garden
requires a lot of effort, which can result
in an aesthetically pleasing addition to
the landscape. But that hard work can also
fall victim to nature when local wildlife find a
garden too mouth-watering to resist.

In an effort to rid a garden of unwanted
pests, gardeners may unwittingly scare away
animals and insects that might just protect
the garden from more ill-intentioned animals.
Not every creature that scurries is out to get
prized petunias or to devour tomatoes. In fact,
many can prove beneficial to gardens.

Frogs

Frogs and toads will prey on insects and
make the local insect population more
manageable. Toads eat mainly slugs, who
feed on the leaves and fruits of many plants.
Frogs and toads are attracted to water, so
including a pond or another water feature in
the garden will provide them with a habitat
they like.

Birds

While it is true that some birds can damage
crops, many birds are content to feed on
insects attracted to the garden, which helps
to keep insect numbers in check. Chickadees,
for example, will dine on aphid eggs, while

larger birds may prey on mice or other rodents
or simply scare them out of the garden. Jays
and mockingbirds are known to be feisty and
can even deter dogs and cats from a yard.
Hummingbirds will sip on the nectar of flowers
and help pollinate plants.

Snakes

Snakes in a garden can be disconcerting to
some people, but snakes are ideal predators
who feed on insects and rodents several
times their size. Snakes are the right size and
shape to invade the burrows of pest animals.

Butterflies and bees

Butterflies and bees are responsible for
pollinating the vast majority of plants. Avoid
using pesticides that may diminish butterfly
or bee populations. A beehive right next
to a garden may not be practical, but don’t
make attempts to destroy it. Consult with a
professional beekeeper to see what can be
done to move the beehive without destroying
it.

Many animals and insects can be detrimental
to the health of a garden. However, several
animals are handy to have around and should
be welcomed to the landscape.
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These animals may help your garden
How to rid your yard of pesky pests
Dos and don’ts of kitchen remodels
How to guarantee your garden starts off on the right foot
Tips for Homeowners on their first renovation projects
Explore the alternatives to Granite countertops

DID YOU KNOW?

Bats

Bats have a bad reputation, as people
unnecessarily fear bats because they believe
them to be carriers of disease. But many bats
feed off of insects or fruits and will not harm a
human. The average brown bat can eat 1,000
mosquitoes in an hour, so it’s easy to see why
bats are good to have around. Mosquitoes are
not only a nuisance but also harbor potentially
dangerous diseases. Bats also may eat
certain rodents, which can cut down on the
number of animals burrowing in a yard.

Home &Garden

H

omeowners looking for a rustic or
weathered look for their flooring often
rely on terracotta tile, a durable and
versatile material that many feel gives a home
a warm and earthy feel. Terracotta tile comes
in various finishes and has proven resistant
to the growth of mold and bacteria. However,
because it is very porous, terracotta tile absorbs
moisture quickly, which means it must be
sealed somewhat regularly to prevent cracking,
discoloration and staining. It also must be sealed
especially well when installed in a kitchen, as
terracotta floor tiles are susceptible to damage
from acids, alcohol, oils, and vinegar. Installation
of terracotta flooring is labor intensive and is
therefore best left to professionals.
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HOW TO
RID YOUR
YARD
OF PESKY
PESTS

Groundhogs feed on plants,
frustrating homeowners who
want to keep the critters off
of their properties.

Voles

Often mistaken for mice, voles are small
rodents with shorter, hairier tails and more
stout bodies than mice. Voles are commonly
referred to as meadow or field mice, and they
feed on small plants and will eat nuts, fruits
and even dead animals. Voles will frequently
eat succulent root systems and burrow under
lawns and gardens.

S

pring is the season when lawn and
garden equipment is dusted off,
windows are washed and homes are
aired out. Spring also is a great time to get
started on lawn and garden projects.

Early spring might not be warm enough to
start planting, but it is a great time to inspect
a yard for any property damage or problems,
including pests. Small animals like groundhogs
can compromise lawn and garden projects. For
example, vegetable gardens are prime targets
for such pests, while trees and shrubbery
offer cozy abodes and camouflage from other
predators. Homeowners can grow frustrated
by the damage such critters can do to their
properties. But identifying the offenders early on
can minimize that damage.

Groundhogs

Groundhogs are one of 14 species of marmots
and are the largest members of the squirrel
family. They frequent the areas where
woodlands meet open spaces, like streams,
roads or fields. Groundhogs feed on grass,
plants, fruit and tree bark. They also will feast
on home gardens during the summer and fall
seasons. Groundhogs are most active during
the warm months, when they forage and feast
to build up large reserves for winter hibernation.
Humane methods of keeping groundhogs
at bay include making the area inhospitable.
Groundhogs can climb trees and fencing, but
they’re less likely to get into plants if there is a
fence around them. Dogs can be preventive as

The runways of voles will be shallow, so they
aren’t prevalent in frequently cultivated soils.
They are also less likely to burrow beneath
frequently mowed lawns.

well, as some dogs will chase groundhogs off of
the property. The scent of urine can also scare
groundhogs off. Using traps to capture and then
relocate groundhogs is another option.

Moles

Moles are cylindrical mammals that are most
comfortable living a subterranean lifestyle. The
fur of moles feels similar to velvet, and they
have small ears and eyes. Moles also have
strong forelimbs with forepaws that have an
extra thumb and multiple joints. These help
them to burrow underground effectively and
hollow out subterranean chambers. The diet
of moles is primarily earthworms and small
invertebrates found in the soil. The runs they
create beneath the surface of the soil are used
to trap prey and store it in “larders” for later.

Moles are not harmful to lawns and gardens,
but they can compromise the aesthetic appeal
of lawns and gardens. That is why homeowners
often want to prevent moles from making
homes on their property. While there are traps
and poisons available, one of the easiest ways
to prevent mole infestation is to remove their
sources of food. Homeowners also can cut back
on watering property and get rid of grubs and
other insects. Also, consider installing a mole

Bladen Storage Solutions
5682 NC Hwy 87W
Elizabethtown, NC
910-862-2700
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barrier of aluminum sheeting or hardware cloth
by burying these materials between two and
three feet deep along the perimeter of a lawn or
garden.

Cats are natural enemies of moles, so sprinkling
cat litter around mole runs may dissuade moles
from visiting the area.

Voles do not like open areas. Remove
protection like weeds, tall grass, dense
vegetation, and heavy mulch to make a yard
a less popular habitat. Keep grass adjacent to
flower beds or gardens mowed short.

If groundhogs, moles and voles become
particularly troublesome or infest a yard in great
numbers, an exterminator may be needed.

DID YOU KNOW?

M

any flowers compete with one another to attract
butterflies, birds and bees for pollination, but at
least two species of flowering plants have enhanced
their ability to attract insects in unique ways. The titan arum
(Amorphophallus titanium) is native to western Sumatra,
where it grows in openings in rainforests. It is the largest
unbranched flower in the world and can reach up to 15
feet tall. But this alone is not what makes the titan arum
so special. It is unwise to step in close to get a whiff of
this enormous bloom, as the plant gives off a rancid odor
reminiscent of rotting meat. It is sometimes known as the
carrion plant or the corpse plant for this reason. The plant
has created this scent to attract flies for pollination. The
rafflesia, which is native to southeastern Asia as well,
is another plant that produces a rotting aroma to attract
insects. The rafflesia has no stems, leaves or true roots —
it’s basically one large flower.
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DOS AND DON’TS OF KITCHEN REMODELS

A

ccording to Remodeling
magazine’s “2014 Cost vs.
Value Report,” a major kitchen
remodeling project should enable
homeowners to recoup 74.2 percent
of their initial investments. Kitchen
renovations have long been a safe way
to improve the functionality and value of
a home. But not every kitchen project is
a guaranteed winner. Homeowners may
inadvertently make changes that end
up sticking out like a sore thumb rather
than improving the space. Take a look
at these kitchen remodeling dos and
don’ts to guide your next undertaking.
DO consider the way your kitchen will
look with the rest of the home. Keep
architectural integrity in mind when
designing the space. A farmhouse sink
and country cabinets can look out of
place in an ultra-modern home.
DON’T overlook the importance of a
seasoned designer or architect. These
pros will know the tricks to maximizing
space and achieving the ideal layout
of appliances and may be able to

recommend local contractors and
vendors.

DO look beyond surface details to the
structural integrity of the design. The
kitchen should be functional, longlasting and beautiful.

DON’T design just for today, but look to
the future as well. Unless you are willing
to spend $50,000 every five years, look
for styles and materials that will last for
the long haul. Older homeowners may
want to make adjustments now that
address potential mobility issues down
the road.
DO work with what you have. A
complete demolition and renovation is
not always necessary to achieve the
desired results. Only invest in major
changes if something is not working
(such as having to walk across the
entire kitchen to access the stove) or is
unsafe. Otherwise, minor upgrades may
do the trick.
DON’T over-improve the space. A
fully equipped commercial kitchen

YTA 19K42

but the average person may not need
an industrial hood and indoor pizza
oven. When you make excessive
improvements, you may not be able to
recoup as much of the money spent
because your home will not be on
par with the values of homes in the
neighborhood.
DO make sure you can afford the
project. Plan for some unexpected
purchases and plan out the renovation
according to your budget. Skimping on
materials
or design because of lack of
money may leave you feeling
dissatisfied afterward.
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may be handy for a professional chef,
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Kohler Coverage Single Cylinder. 19.0 hp
Automatic transmission. Cutting width 42 in.

Husqvarna 128L

199

$

95

24 hp Briggs & Straton, Fast hydrostatic pedal.
Cutting width 48 in. Reinforced cutting deck.

Stay Driven!
Mow with
maximum capacity.

44995

$

Walk Behind Mower -160cc Honda engine, 22” cutting width, 3-in-1 cutting system: mulch/bag/
discharge, dual handle speed control, ergonomic handle a 2 bushel soft bag collection system.

Husqvarna 128L - Lightweight trimmer that is perfect for homeowners looking
for the ergonomic features unique to a straight shaft

Hudson Radiator

HU700AWD

www.husqvarna.com

1110 S poplar Street - Elizabethtown

862-3854

6

Home &Garden March 2015 • Bladen Journal

HOW TO GUARANTEE
YOUR GARDEN STARTS
OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT

Examine the soil

Soil plays a significant role in whether a
garden thrives or struggles. Examining the soil
before the season starts can help gardeners
address any issues before they plant. Ignoring
the soil until a problem arises can turn the
upcoming gardening season into a lost
opportunity, so test the soil to determine if it
has any nutrient or mineral deficiencies. This
may require the help of a professional, but if
a problem arises, you might be able to adjust
the acidity or alkalinity of the soil and still
enjoy a successful gardening season.

A

s winter slowly winds down, many
gardeners cannot wait to soak up the
springtime sun and get their hands dirty
in the garden. Such excitement is not just
good for gardeners, but can benefit the garden
in the months to come as well.
Late winter or early spring is a great time to
get a head start on the gardening season.
Even if gardening season is still around the
corner, completing the following projects can
ensure your garden gets off on the right foot.
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Clear debris

One of the best things you can do for your
garden as winter winds down is to clear it of
debris. Winter can be especially harsh on a
landscape, and gardens left to the elements
are often filled with debris once spring arrives.
Dead leaves, fallen branches, rocks that
surfaced during the winter frost, and even
garbage that might have blown about in winter
winds can all pile up in a garden over a typical
winter. Clearing such debris likely won’t take
long, but it’s a great first step toward restoring
the garden before the time comes to plant and
grow the garden once again.

Sunshine

Initiate edging

Edging is another task gardeners can begin
as they get ready for the season. Edge plant
and flower beds, but be sure to use a spade
with a flat blade or an edger designed to edge
flower beds. Such tools will cut deep enough
so grass roots that may eventually grow into

Also Serving

Bladenboro, NC
(910) 863-3621

•
•
•
•
•
•
Laundry & Drycleaners
•
203B S. Poplar Street | Elizabethtown, NC | (910) 862-2807 •

Another way to examine the soil is less
complex but can shed light on when would
be a good time to get back to work. Reach
into the soil and dig out a handful. If the soil
quickly crumbles, you can start preparing for
gardening seasoning. But if the soil is still
clumped together, it needs more time to dry
out before you can begin your prep work.

Whiteville, NC
(910) 642-3123

Dry Cleaning
Wet Cleaning
Alterations
Linens
Comforters
Sleeping Bags
Wash & Fold
Leathers & Furs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fight weeds

Though weeds likely have not survived the
winter, that does not mean they won’t return
once the weather starts to heat up. But as
inevitable as weeds may seem, homeowners
can take steps to prevent them from turning
beautiful gardens into battlegrounds where
plants, flowers and vegetables are pitted
against unsightly and potentially harmful
weeds. Spring is a good time to apply a
pre-emergent weed preventer, which can
stop weeds before they grow. Though such
solutions are not always foolproof, they can
drastically reduce the likelihood of weed
growth.
Though gardeners might not be able to start
planting their gardens in late winter or early
spring, they can still get outside and take
steps to ensure their gardens thrive once
planting season begins.
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Loris, SC
(843) 756-1371

Hats/Caps
Rugs (up to 6x8)
Robes
Drapes/Curtains
Patio Cushions/Pillows
Shoes
Pocket Books
Wedding Gowns

the flower bed are severed. Depending on
how large a garden is, edging can be a timeconsuming task, so getting a head start allows
homeowners to spend more time planting and
tending to their gardens once the season hits
full swing.
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Laundry & Drycleaners

$

5 OFF Coupon

(Good Toward $25 or more order)

00751318

Bladen Journal • March 2015

TIPS FOR
HOMEOWNERS
ON THEIR FIRST
RENOVATION
PROJECTS

H

ome renovations are typically exciting, as
homeowners get to see the visions of their dream
homes come to light right before their very eyes.
Turning an outdated bathroom into a modern oasis or an
empty basement into the ultimate man cave strengthens
the sense of attachment homeowners have with their
homes.
But few home renovation projects go from start to finish
without experiencing a few bumps in the road along
the way. Such bumps can be difficult to handle for
homeowners working on their first renovation projects, but
there are many ways for novices to navigate the sometimes
murky waters of home improvement projects and come
out relatively unscathed on the other end, where a newly
renovated home awaits.

Home &Garden
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process will make it easier to handle them when the foreman
speaks to you about any issues that arise.
Accept the mess. Construction work is messy. There’s no way
to maintain a pristine house when contractors are entering and
exiting all day. Dust is bound to be generated, and tools can
fill up rooms. A home in disarray can be stressful, but continue
to visualize the end result and the mess won’t bother you so
much.

Plan well and know what to expect. When working with
contractors, get all agreements in writing and spell out exactly
what you desire in a home renovation. Photo references can
help guide contractors and architects. Ask for the full picture
of what can be expected with the work, from demolition to the
punch list. Knowing what lies ahead can keep you grounded
throughout the project.

Establish a contingency plan. Bathrooms and kitchen
renovations are typically the most disruptive home improvement
projects. Going without a kitchen can make it difficult to enjoy
meals at home, while a bathroom remodel may require you
to navigate water shutoffs. If your project is scheduled to take
several months, establish a contingency plan to deal with the
consequences of your renovation project. Speak with family
members about using some of their home amenities, and
prepare and freeze meals in advance so you can reheat them
later on when you don’t have access to your stove.

Have reasonable expectations. A renovation project may
exceed its budget and take longer than initially expected.
Understanding that these potential setbacks might be part of the

Plan your escape. Sometimes the constant work and mess of
construction is too much to bear. Afford yourself time away by
visiting relatives or staying at a hotel. Even a single night away
can provide the relief you need.
A home that is undergoing a remodel can be a less than
comfortable environment. But homeowners who have never
before lived through a renovation project can take several steps
to make the process go as smoothly as possible.

Discuss work each day and set payment schedules. Make
payments contingent on work completed. This can help keep
contractors on schedule. Paying for all work upfront leaves
homeowners at a disadvantage, as it does not provide incentive
for workers to be timely and efficient. Check in with workers to
get daily progress reports.

WE ARE ALL WORKING TOWARDS THE SAME GOAL. When we work
together, using energy wisely and saving money go hand in hand. Learn
more about the power of your co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.
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EXPLORE THE ALTERNATIVES
TO GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

G

ranite has long been a
popular countertop material
for homeowners looking to
combine functionality with aesthetic
appeal in their kitchens. But granite is
no small investment, and homeowners
looking to refurbish their kitchens
should know there are a multitude of
countertop materials available to those
working on a budget or those who
simply want to give their kitchens a
different look.
Solid wood: Wood countertops create
a warm, homey interior. Butcher block
counters are less expensive than
granite and do not necessarily need to
be ordered from a speciality retailer.
But wood can stain and dent and can
even burn when hot kitchenware is
placed atop it. Regular application of
oil can help homeowners maintain the
appearance of their wood counters for
years to come.
Marble: Marble tends to be less

expensive than granite without
sacrificing aesthetic appeal. However,
marble is softer and more porous than
granite, so it can stain and be etched.
Diligence in wiping away spills,
routine sealing and a gentle touch
is necessary for those who choose
marble countertops.
Soapstone: This is a natural stone
composed mainly of mineral talc
that gives the stone its smooth feel.
Soapstone ranges from black to gray
but can sometimes have a green
shade to it. Other materials in the
stone can produce veining. Although
softer than granite, soapstone is still
high-density and will hold up well. It’s
impervious to stains and bacteria, and
exposure to chemicals will not damage
it.
Quartz: Quartz is a manufactured
product made of stone aggregate and
polymers compressed under high
pressure. It has the look of natural

stone but requires less work to
maintain. Quartz has consistent colors
and patterns and is a nonporous
material, so it will not need routine
sealing and resealing.
Glass: Glass countertops are backpainted, so homeowners can order
just about any color they want. Glass
will be tempered, so it is safe and
heat-resistant. Glass can scratch,
though, so it is not as impervious as
other materials.

Concrete: Concrete is another
material that can be colored to match
homeowners’ whims. Concrete is
relatively inexpensive compared to
other countertop materials, but it can
crack or chip.
While granite is a popular countertop
material, homeowners who want
something new have many additional
options at their disposal.

Give Your Home a Spring Makeover

We offer great prices and easy financing
on quality furniture to fill every room
of your new home.

Showroom Hours:
Mon - Thursday
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Fri 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Sat 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

of Elizabethtown

217 S. PoPlar St – ElizabEthtown, nC (910) 862-2439
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